6th Grade WebQuest
Wastes and Recycling
http://www.recycleworks.org/schools/6thgrade_lesson.html
Introduction

Every day you throw away something. So do your friends, neighbors, and just about everyone on the planet. There are a total of 6 billion people on earth (290 million in the U.S.) who regularly throw things away. With so many people throwing away things, we end up having quite a lot of trash. This leaves us with a big problem and an endless amount of questions that we must try to answer. What impact does this have on our planet? Can we continue to live with such a carefree attitude? What happens to the trash once it leaves our house? Are there better ways to do things? These are all questions that will have a huge impact on your life. One day, you all will be making choices that affect our country and our planet so it is important that we learn as much about this situation as we can. Even one person can make a difference!

Task

Today you will be learning more about what we do with our trash and what impact trash has on our environment. Your goal will be to gather information in order for you to be able to form your own opinion on what should be done to deal with the waste problem. You will be using several different Internet sites in order to gain information about different topics dealing with waste. You will also be answering questions as you go and will be taking some notes that are required and some that you feel are important. Finally, you will be using this information in order to create a plan for yourself, your family, or your community to try to eliminate the trash problem. This plan may include several different strategies. 

Here are some things to keep in mind as you work:

· Am I answering the questions as I go? 

· Am I gathering information that will be important for me to know or is interesting to me? 

· Am I looking for ways that my family, my community or I can make a difference? 

· When I make my plan, what makes it different than what is already being done now? How can I make sure that it works? (ex. not everyone recycles now) 

Process

1. You should have a new piece of notepaper with you. Use one half or side to answer the questions as you go.

2. Use the other side/half for notes you feel are important to know or will help you come up with your plans to eliminate waste and how you can make a difference.

3. Before you go to each website, look at the question you need to answer. When you are searching, you are only looking to answer that question, find interesting information, or find ideas for your plan to eliminate waste and build something out of wastes. 

4. Go to:
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/reduce/catbook/problem.htm http://www.nrdc.org/cities/recycling/recyc/chap2.asp and answer: 

A. Why is it important that we take care of our wastes and reduce them? 
5. Go to: http://www.recycleworks.org/kids/index.html and answer: 

A. Why is it important that we don't make too much waste and that we conserve our natural resources? 

6. Go to: http://maxpages.com/recycling
** http://www.resourcefulschools.org/facts.html and answer: 

A. Why should we recycle? (give several reasons) 

7. Go to: http://www.obviously.com/recycle/guides/shortest.html and answer: 

A. What are some products that we can recycle? What can't we? 

8. Go to: http://www.recycleworks.org/kids/howtohelp.html and answer: 

A. Explain the 3 "R's" and how they can be used to cut down on waste. 

9. Go to: http://www.moea.state.mn.us/campaign/school/index.html#lunch
http://www.recycleworks.org/schools/lunch.html
http://www.resourcefulschools.org/activities.html#tips
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/reduce/catbook/the12.htm and answer: 

A. What can you, your family, and your community do to help eliminate waste (hint: 3 R's) 

10. Visit the following website and click on the different links to learn ways to help the environment. See the different ways that people can use things they normally throw away to create something that is useful, decorative, or creative. http://www.resourcefulschools.org/activities.html
G. Write down three things that you found interesting from this site. Include why they were interesting to you and how they could be helpful to the environment. You should write at least 5 sentences for each topic.
11. With any leftover time you may go to the following sites and try some different games dealing with wastes, recycling, or the environment.
http://www.recycleworks.org/kids/games.html
http://www.epa.gov/recyclecity 
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/osw/kids/games/crossword/index.htm 
Conclusion

Plan 1. Community Plan:  Now that you have visited all of the above websites, you will need to use the information you found to create a plan for people (think of yourself) to eliminate waste. How can it be done? What can we do with it? How can we avoid it? (think of the 3 R's) and how can we make sure people listen? 
Plan 2.  Family Plan: You will also need to come up with a plan for your family to cut down on waste and recycle more. What does your family do currently that helps the environment cut down on wastes? How can you improve it and help the environment even more? How will you do these things? What types of things can be recycled in your home that you normally throw away? How will you make sure that all of your family members take part in this plan?
Your plans should be typed into two separate word documents; they should be organized, readable, attractive and should be about one page each. The documents should have organized formatting such as headings and bulleted lists; they should be checked for spelling and grammar mistakes; and they should have 2-3 appropriate pictures or clip art inserted into the pages. 
Evaluation
Students will be graded on the following criteria:

I. Participation (2pts): student worked effectively at finding needed and important information and taking accurate notes. They worked hard at all tasks 
II. Directions: (3pts): All directions were followed and completed. 

III. Questions: (20pts): Thoughtful and accurate responses to the questions that are to be completed. 
IV. Community Plan: (20pts): You have a well thought out plan to eliminate waste that answers all the important questions, is typed into a word document and is made organized and appealing with proper formatting and pictures.
V. Family Plan: (20pts): You have a useful and thoughtful plan for your family to cut down on waste and to recycle more that is typed into a word document and is made organized and appealing with proper formatting and pictures.
